
 

    

 

Budget Hearing & Regular Meeting 

Date: August 19, 2021 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 

Location: Gymnasium 

Type of meeting:    Regular       Special       Reconvened or rescheduled      Emergency 

Name of person taking the minutes:  Sherry Stephens, acting recording secretary  

Name of person presiding:  Board President Kurt Belcher                           

 

 

Roll Call 

Members in attendance: 

 

1. Burks 

2. Payne 

3. Goldsboro 

4. Adams 

5. Belcher 

6. Meier 

7. Huffman 

Members absent: 

       

 

 

 

  

Others in attendance:  David H. Rademacher, Justin Venhaus, Sherry Stephens, Tammy Adams, Adam Belcher, 

Kara Belcher, Jo Lynn Garrett, Madilynn Garrett, Kyndall Sturgeon, Michelle Landreth, Mark Landreth, Tracy 

Burkett, Jenny Griffin, Carrie Bates, Ty Bates, Kennedy Bates, Kaytlyn Bates, Tracy Fiscus, Jill Jacobs, Christine 

Meng, Beth Orrell, Robert Pugh, Stephanie Burgher, Jay Garrett, Nicole Gebke, Makayla Gebke, Kathy Robb, 

Howard Robb, Howie Robb, Elizabeth Robb, Cheryl Back, Doug Back, Leslie Britt, Mike Nattier, Marie Lane, 

Hailey Lane, Jacey Faulkner, Courtney Phelps, Lura Thompson, Lora Lee Pearce, Susan Walker, Jim Bates, 

Janice Belcher, Allen Belcher, Jill Belcher, Stephanie Spicer, Lindsey Canning, Meredith Clark, Julie Jackson, 

Karlee Alexander, Kyle Alexander, Lori Easton, Bill Voelkel, Wade Voelkel, Amie Meier, Ava Meier, Butch 

Landreth, Susan Landreth, Melissa Shadrick, Jeremy Landreth, Matt Cain, Donald Sturgeon,  Angie Adams, and 

Dennis Cain, Jr. 

 

 

 

2. Approval of Agenda  

List any items removed or added to the agenda: Approval to appoint temporary recording secretary for this 

meeting. Shall the board approve to appoint Sherry Stephens as the temporary recording secretary for this 

meeting? 

Motion made by:  Goldsboro  

Motion:   To approve 

   To amend items as follows:    

                                (No action may be taken on new agenda items.) 

Motion seconded by:  Meier 

Action:   Passed  Failed 

 

 



 

 

Roll Call: (Needed when  agenda contains an item involving the expenditure of money.) 

Roll Call 
1. Burks 

2. Payne  

3. Goldsboro 

4. Adams 

5. Belcher 

6. Meier 

7. Huffman 

 

7   “Yeas”                          0    “Nays” 

Action:     Passed          Failed 

 

 

 

3. Public Comment:  
 

Principal Venhaus read a letter to the board written by Senior Jacob Stephens expressing concern for his future 

and the future of his classmates if our school loses its’ accreditation. Loss of financial aid, loss of 

college/university funded scholarship money, and the necessity to complete their GED if their diploma is from an 

unaccredited school were his main concerns. He ultimately asked the board to reconsider their decision. 

 

Principal Venhaus read another letter voicing similar concerns. This letter was written by a student who wished to 

remain anonymous. Additionally, this letter stated that most students would not have an issue with returning to 

mask wearing. 

 

Nicole Gebke addressed the board on behalf of all students about the potential impact of not following state 

mandates. She cited her conversation with Kaskaskia College and the negative impact this will have on the senior 

class. She also voiced her concern for all students taking required classes. Will these classes count? Will these 

classes have to be retaken? She too asked the board to please take these things in to consideration. 

 

Leslie Britt stated that this is really not about masks, it is about saving our country.  He said that throughout 

history, sacrifices have been made to preserve freedom. 

 

Jill Belcher, an ICU nurse, shared her personal experiences working as a nurse in the Covid unit. She too, asked 

the board to reconsider their decision.  

 

Ty Bates followed Jill stating that “nobody was questioning Covid”.  He did question our open house and the way 

in which refreshments were served. He also questioned the “hypocrisy” of some of the audience members that 

were attending the meeting masked, but seen in various places and on social media mask less. 

 

Allen Belcher asked the board to put politics aside and think of how this will affect our kids. 

 

Jay Garrett wondered what the school’s legal counsel has to say.  What about liability on the school?  Would 

insurance cover a lawsuit?  He too asked the board to please follow the mandates. 

 

Donald “Stoney” Sturgeon reiterated that this should not be about politics, it should be about the kids. He 

challenged earlier remarks concerning the hypocrisy of mask wearers by adding that “anti-maskers are hypocrites 

too, citing that he has viewed photos on social media of those fighting masks in school wearing them on airplanes 

and/or on vacation”. 

 

Mike Nattier questioned if IHSA is “broke” and if they are “pro mask optional” 

 



 

Howard Robb shared that “He spent 10 years serving on Patoka’s school board. His board left politics outside and 

worked for the kids”. 

 

Stephanie Burgher asked if anyone has actually read the statutes that the school is in violation of. She explained 

that potential consequences are: being placed on probation, followed by losing accreditation, then possible 

dissolution of the school district. 

 

Dennis “Bub” Cain stated that he cares about the safety of the kids and staff. 

 

Elizabeth Robb apologized for being one of the “hypocrites” that was mentioned earlier in the meeting. She 

confirmed that she wears masks at work (a school), at hospital visits, and wherever else they are required, even 

though she hates them.  She also requested that people stop assuming that the elderly and immune compromised 

are “expendable”. Due to her daughter’s diagnosis, she would fall in to that category and she does not appreciate 

the assumption.  Liz also is concerned that our district will be “made an example of” by the state. 

 

Kathy Robb had a couple of questions for the board.  First off, if we aren’t accredited, will kids lose their credits? 

If students decide to transfer because of this, who will pay their tuition?  She stated that this is not just about 

masking, this is now about possibly losing state money. 

 

Carrie Bates shared that she works for Vandalia School District and that the Fayette County Health Department 

can access the school’s Teacher Ease account for the purpose of contact tracing. 

 

Tracy Fiscus, Director of the ICU Department at St. Mary’s Hospital, spoke of her experience with the virus. She 

confirmed that the Delta Variant is much more deadly than Covid-19. She also stressed that this variant is striking 

younger people. She too, asked the Board to consider their decision carefully. 

 

 

 

4. 2021-2022 Budget Hearing  

a)  Public hearing concerning the intent of the Board to adopt the 2021-2022 district budget. 

b)  Public comments 

c)  Consideration of adoption of the 2021-2022 district budget 

 

Summary of discussion: Shall the Board approve to adopt the proposed 2021-2022 district budget? 

Motion to approve made by:  Payne 

Motion seconded by:  Goldsboro 

 

Roll Call: (Needed when consent agenda contains an item involving the expenditure of money. 

Roll Call 
1. Burks 

2. Payne  

3. Goldsboro 

4. Adams 

5. Belcher 

6. Meier 

7. Huffman 

 

7   “Yeas”                          0    “Nays” 

Action:     Passed          Failed 

 

 



 

Approval of motion to adjourn Budget Hearing 

Motion to adjourn made by:  Goldsboro 

Motion seconded by:  Payne 

 

Action:                   X Passed           Failed 

7   “Yeas”               0 “Nays” 

 

 
 

5. Approval of Items on Consent Agenda  

 
a. Minutes of July 15, 2021 Board Meeting 

b. Payment of bills as presented 

c. July Payroll 

d. Treasurer’s Report 

e. Review of Hazard Zone 

 

List any items removed from the consent agenda:   None 

Motion to approve Consent Agenda made by:  Goldsboro 

Motion seconded by:  Payne 

 

Roll Call: (Needed when Consent Agenda contains an item involving the expenditure of money) 

 

Roll Call 
1. Burks 

2. Payne 

3. Goldsboro 

4. Adams 

5. Belcher 

6. Meier 

7. Huffman 

 

Action:                X   Passed                               Failed 

7   “Yeas”            0 “Nays”            

 

 

 

6. Superintendent’s Report 
 

Agenda item 6A: Annual Review of textbooks and instructional materials used in the district 
Mr. Rademacher discussed recent book purchases. 

 

 

Agenda item 6B: Title Budget 
Mr. Rademacher provided the FY2022 Title Budgets to the Board. 

 

 

Agenda item 6C: Seamless Summer Option- School Breakfast and Lunch 

Mr. Rademacher informed the Board that the district has been approved for FY22.  This means free lunches for 

all students.  

 

 

Agenda item 6D:  EBF Plan 

Mr. Rademacher discussed briefly 



 

 

 

 

7. Principal’s Report 
Mr. Venhaus discussed upcoming events on the calendar.  He reported that the 2:57 dismissal is going well. He 

thanked the staff for a successful Back to School Night. 

 

 

 

8. New Business 

No additional business or comments 

 

 

9. Motion to adjourn to Executive/Closed Session 

Motion made by:  Payne 

Motion seconded by:  Goldsboro 

 

Roll Call 
1. Burks 

2. Payne 

3. Goldsboro 

4. Adams 

5. Belcher 

6. Meier 

7. Huffman 

 

7   “Yeas”                          0    “Nays” 

Action:     Passed          Failed 

Time of adjournment:  8:10 

 

Motion to come out of Executive Closed Session 
Motion made by:   Adams 

Motion seconded by:  Goldsboro 

 

Roll Call 
1. Burks 

2. Payne 

3. Goldsboro 

4. Adams 

5. Belcher 

6. Meier 

7. Huffman 

 

7   “Yeas”                          0    “Nays” 

Time of adjournment:  8:37 

 

 

 

 

 



 

10. Items Requiring Action 

Agenda item 10A:  Consider a resolution to dispose of supplies and equipment 

Summary of discussion: Shall the Board approve a resolution to dispose of supplies and equipment? 

 

Motion made by:  Goldsboro 

 

Motion:   To approve  

 

Motion seconded by:  Payne 

  

Roll Call 
1. Burks 

2. Payne 

3. Goldsboro 

4. Adams 

5. Belcher 

6. Meier 

7. Huffman 

 

7   “Yeas”                          0    “Nays” 

Action:     Passed          Failed 

 

 

 

Agenda item 10B: Consideration resignation of employment 
Summary of discussion:  Tabled until next regular meeting 

 

Motion made by:  N/A_________ 

Motion seconded by:  N/A_________     

 

 

 

Agenda item 10C: Consideration of employment  
Summary of discussion: Tabled until next regular meeting 

 

Motion made by:  N/A__________ 

Motion seconded by:  N/A__________ 

 

 

 

Agenda item 10D: Approval of district insurance renewal 
Summary of discussion: No further comments 

 

Motion made by: Meier 

Motion:       X   To approve 

Motion seconded by:  Burks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Roll Call 
1. Burks 

2. Payne 

3. Goldsboro 

4. Adams 

5. Belcher 

6. Meier 

7. Huffman 

 

7    “Yeas”             0   “Nays” 

Action:  X   Passed       ___ Fail 

 

 

 

Agenda item 10E: Consideration of District Return to Learn Plan (updated) 
Summary of discussion:  

 Tanner Meier would like to see some changes to wording.  He would be on board with following all 

recommendations except for mask wearing. Markie Payne agreed. 

 

Russ Adams would definitely like to see a return to mask wearing, “we can’t lose by following the state”. 

 

Cassie Huffman wondered why the state is picking on schools.  For example, masking is not currently required at 

concerts, fairs, etc. 

 

Andy Goldsboro recommended keeping things as is until after the meeting with the state scheduled for the 

following week.  He would like to hear what they have to say. 

 

After a quick survey of board members, no one had changed their stance on being mask optional.  A revised 

Return to Learn Plan will be presented at the follow up special meeting, agenda item is tabled until then. 

 

Motion made by:  N/A_________ 

Motion seconded by:  N/A_________ 

 

 

 

Agenda item 10F: Consideration of application of FY22 Round 1 School Maintenance Grant 
Summary of discussion:  No further comments 

 

Motion made by: Goldsboro 

Motion:       X   To approve 

Motion seconded by:  Adams 

 

Roll Call 
1. Burks 

2. Payne 

3. Goldsboro 

4. Adams 

5. Belcher 

6. Meier 

7. Huffman 

 

7    “Yeas”             0   “Nays” 

Action:  X   Passed       ___ Fail 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Agenda item 10G: Consideration of Co-op Basketball 
Summary of discussion:  

Markie Payne and Tanner Meier would like to see all games played at Patoka. 

 

Kurt Belcher and Andy Goldsboro agreed that at least one game would need to be played at Odin, or Odin will 

not give us further consideration.  Maybe play at Odin School on Senior Night? 

 

A motion to offer one game to Odin in exchange for agreement to co-op was made. 

Motion made by:  Burks 

Motion seconded by:  Goldsboro 

 

Roll Call 
1. Burks- Y 

2. Payne- Y 

3. Goldsboro- Y 

4. Adams- Y 

5. Belcher- Y 

6. Meier- N 

7. Huffman- Y 

 

6     “Yeas”      1   “Nays” 

Action:   X   Passed        ___ Failed 

 

 

 

Motion to Adjourn: 

Approval of Motion to Adjourn 

 
Motion to adjourn made by:  Payne 

Motion:   To approve  

 

Motion seconded by:  Goldsboro 

Action:   Passed  Failed 

 
 

Time of adjournment:  9:15 PM 

         

 

 

________________________________                             ________________________________ 

                      PRESIDENT                                                                     SECRETARY   
  


